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of Europe toiling for bare subsistence was an unknown
luxury. It is no wonder, therefore, that the inhabitants
of the Nile valley should have grown into a well-ordered
state while even the beautiful banks of the Hermos and
the Maiandros (Meander) were still a solitude or peopled
only by rude and isolated tribes. But more than tfiis, the
river which gave them wealth guarded them against their
enemies. The strip of verdure which marks its course
stretches to no greater width than two miles and a half on
either side; and this happy region is shut in by arid
deserts in which an abundance of nitre would render all
rain water, if any fell there, unfit for drinking.

But if the river insured the rapid development of the
people who might dwell on its banks, it also determined
~, t . the character of their civilisation. Allow-
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theEgyp- ance being made for some variation of
tian people. c}imate jn jts }ong coursej the physical condi-
tions of their existence were throughout much the same,
Everywhere there was the river with its nourishing
stream, and the strip of verdure which was literally its
child. Everywhere were the low hills girding in this
garden and marking off the boundless burning desert j
and over all by day and by night hung the blue unclouded
sky, across which the sun journeyed in his solitary chariot,
to be followed by his bride the moon with the stars her
innumerable sisters or children. When to this we add
that from one end of the land to the other there was no
stronghold where a discontented or rebellious chief might
defy the king or the people, and no spot which gave
access to an invader across the fiery barrier to the east
or the west, we have a series of conditions which must
produce a great people, but which will keep all on a dead
leve] of submission to the one governing power. But this
people, so shut off from all other nations and thus rising
into an astonishingly earjy greatness, exhibited few, if